
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aaron D. Mitchell 
Director 
Environmental Affairs 
 

 
241 Ralph McGill Boulevard NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308-3374 
404 506 7757 tel 
aadmitch@southernco.com 
 

Delivered by email 
 
October 25, 2021 
 
 
Jim Hedges 
Monroe County Manager 
38 West Main Street  
Forsyth, GA 31029 
 
 
RE: Update on Georgia Power’s Coal Ash Closure Activities and Groundwater Assessment 

Monitoring 
 
Dear Mr. Hedges, 
 
Thank you for allowing Georgia Power to access the four piezometers located within the Monroe 
County right-of-way for testing (identified as PZ-13S, PZ-14S, PZ-14I, and PZ-25S). Since we 
last spoke with Chairman Tapley and Ben Vaughn, Georgia Power has tested groundwater from 
the piezometers in the County right-of-way. As shown in the table below, cobalt was detected 
above the groundwater protection standard in one sample collected from one of the four 
piezometers.  
 
In 2019, Georgia Power’s third-party groundwater consultant completed a study of groundwater 
data and concluded that cobalt is naturally occurring in groundwater at Plant Scherer. That study, 
titled an “Alternate Source Demonstration” or “ASD,” was submitted to the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) for review. EPD recently responded to the ASD, 
acknowledging that cobalt does naturally occur, but indicating that it could not approve the ASD 
at this time. EPD indicated that if additional alternate source information becomes available, 
Georgia Power may submit an updated ASD. At the request of Georgia EPD and as required by 
applicable regulations, Georgia Power is in the process of initiating assessment of corrective 
measures.  
 
Under the federal and state rules regulating ash ponds, as part of the assessment of corrective 
measures, Georgia Power is required to characterize the nature and extent of cobalt in 
groundwater.1 As a part of this effort, groundwater was sampled from the four piezometers located 
in the County’s right-of-way. The groundwater protection standard (GWPS) for cobalt is 0.020 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).2 Results indicate that concentrations of cobalt decrease to below the 
GWPS within the Monroe County right-of-way south of Luther Smith Road, as can be seen on the 
attached map.  

 
1 40 C.F.R. § 257.95(g)(2) and Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 391-3-4-.10(6)(a) 
2 Under the Federal CCR Rule, GWPSs are based on either the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL), Regional Screening Level (RSL), 
or site-specific background concentrations. For cobalt at Plant Scherer, the GWPS is based on site specific background. 



Previous data collected in the right-of-way was shared with the county in January 2021. The cobalt 
data collected in 2021 from PZ-25S ranges from below the GWPS at 0.012 mg/L to slightly above 
the GWPS at 0.022 mg/L. Based on data collected to date, the cobalt at PZ-25S does not extend 
beyond PZ-14S/I and is isolated to the narrow right-of-way within Georgia Power’s Plant Scherer 
property.   
 
The table below lists concentrations observed at the site.  
 

Cobalt GWPS PZ-13S PZ-14S PZ-14I PZ-25S 
April 2021 

0.020 
0.0070 0.00019 J 0.00023 J 0.012 

August 2021 0.0060 0.00030 J 0.00016 J 0.022 
Notes: 
All values are in milligrams per liter (mg/L), bolded values exceed GWPS. 
J-Indicates detections between laboratory reporting limit and method detection limit. 
Data from the August 2021 sampling event was validated and finalized on September 23, 2021. 

 
Please know that we are committed to following this process to ensure that our operations continue 
to meet all regulations. We value your input, and welcome continued discussions to address any 
questions.  
 
Thank you for your time, attention, and assistance in helping us to complete necessary activities 
at Plant Scherer. Feel free to contact me at any time as we work through this process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Aaron D. Mitchell 
 
Attachments:  
Figure 1  Monroe County Right-of-Way Sampling Results Map  
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